Food Security and Globalization
AED ECON/IS 434, Fall 2006
Ohio State University


	Instructor:

	Dr. David Kraybill 
Dept. of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics
340 Agricultural Administration Building
E-mail: kraybill.1@osu.edu
Phone: 292-8721
	


 
Teaching Assistant: Chris Lonsberry; email: lonsberry.3@osu.edu.
Time/Place: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30-3:18 p.m.  Room 0002, Lazenby Hall.
Prerequisite: AEDE 200 or Econ 200 or permission of the instructor.
Credit: 5 credit hours
Course Website: http://carmen.osu.edu
Office Hours: Send questions by email any time or talk with me in person before or after class. No formal office hours are scheduled but I can generally meet on short notice if necessary.  
 

Course Objectives: This course focuses on causes of hunger and famine.  Factors affecting food security are considered in historical and contemporary contexts.  Concepts and frameworks for analyzing food security are set forth, and international, national, and local solutions for ensuring access to food are examined.  During the quarter, you are expected acquire understanding of the following: 

1.
Definitions of food security and related terms (malnutrition, hunger, poverty, etc.);

2.
The magnitude and geographical distribution of food insecurity in the world today;

3.
The primary natural, economic, political, and social causes of food insecurity;

4.
Institutions, policies, and technology that can improve food security;

5.
The major food security problems of Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, the two parts of the world where hunger is most prevalent.

Grading: Your performance in the course will be assessed as follows:
	Item
	Weight (percent)

	Class participation
	10

	Quizzes (20, each worth 1%) 
	20

	Short papers (2, each worth 15%)
	30

	Midterm exam
	20

	Final exam
	20

	Total
	100


   

Readings and Class Participation: You are expected to complete assigned readings each period before class (see course calendar).  Questions are provided for many of the readings (see course calendar). Students are expected to participate in class discussions, drawing upon their reading of assigned materials, prior knowledge, and personal experience.

 

Quizzes: A short quiz over assigned readings will be given at the beginning of each class period.  The quiz will be handed out precisely at the time class is scheduled to begin and will be collected five minutes later.  Latecomers arriving during this five minute period may take the quiz but will receive no additional time for taking the quiz.  Latecomers arriving more than five minutes after the scheduled start of the class and absentees will receive a grade of zero. 

Exams: The midterm will cover all material (assigned readings, lectures, videos, and class discussions) up to and including the period before the exam.  The final exam will cover all material following the midterm until the end of the course.  Dates of the exams are shown on the course calendar.
 

Short papers: There will be two guided writing assignments during the quarter.  In Short Paper 1, you will write about what it would be like to live on $2 a day, which the World Bank defines as moderate poverty.  In Short Paper 2, you will write about household livelihoods in Uganda.  The writing assignments will be posted on the Carmen website.  While you are free to discuss the papers with the instructor, TA, or your colleagues, the paper must be uniquely your own and must be developed and written entirely by you.
Textbooks (available in the campus bookstore and area bookstores that sell OSU textbooks):
· C. Ford Runge, Benjamin Senauer, Philip G. Pardey, and Mark W. Rosegrant.  Ending Hunger in Our Lifetime: Food Security and Globalization.  Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003Referred to on course calendar as "Runge et al."
· Bread for the World Institute.  Strengthening Rural Communities: Hunger Report 2005. Washington, DC: Bread for the World Institute, 2005.  Referred to on the course calendar as "BWI 2005."
· Bjorn, Lomborg.  How to Spend $50 Billion to Make the World a Better Place.  Cambridge University Press, 2006.  Referred to on the course calendar as “Lomborg”.
Other Assigned Readings: Readings outside the textbooks are available on the Carmen website via links on the course calendar.
Brush-up Materials on Basic Economics.  These videos are available through OSCAR, the on-line system of OSU Libraries.  You can view the videos in the library or at home if you have broadband Internet access.  They cannot be viewed through a dial-up Internet connection because the speed is too slow for adequate video transmission.
· Remedial video #1 - The Issue and Methods of Economics.  Available on-line through OSCAR (OSU library) at http://dmc.ohiolink.edu/media/ffhDetails?oid=1842138. 

· Remedial video #2 – Supply and Demand.  Available on-line through OSCAR at http://dmc.ohiolink.edu/media/ffhDetails?oid=1843191. 
 
Course Policies:
1. Attendance policy: There is no formal attendance policy though a quiz is given every day, and latercomers and absentees will receive a score of zero on the quiz.

2. Late Submission of Assignments: A late paper will be penalized one-quarter of a grade for each day it is late.
3. Academic Honesty: Academic misconduct of any kind will not be acceptable.  Probably the most common form of academic misconduct is plagiarism, which occurs when a student presents someone else’s ideas or writing without indicating the source.  For a detailed definition of academic misconduct, see http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.  Also, read “Ten Suggestions for Preserving Academic Integrity” at http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/ten-suggestions.html.  To resolve any doubt about what activities constitute academic misconduct and what procedures are followed, consult the instructor.

4. Disabilities: Students with disabilities should discuss their needs with the instructor during the first week of the quarter.  Assistance is available, including special testing environments.

 

 
Course Calendar, AEDE/IS 434, Fall 2006

	Topic 1
	Introduction to food security, development, and globalization – definitions and trends

The course begins with a narrative account of the Hassan family in Bangladesh and with a video of the village of La Esperanza in Honduras, emphasizing factors that contribute to malnutrition and food insecurity.  With these portraits of hunger as background, we then examine the number of hungry people in the world and the parts of the world where hunger is most persistent.  We also examine several definitions of food insecurity.



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	9/21
	Runge, Ch. 1, Introduction, pages. 1-9
	Yes
	In-class Video: Where are the Beans?
	Topic 1 part 1
Topic 1 part 2
Topic 1 part 3

	
	BWI 2005, Chapter 1, Who are the Rural Poor?  Pages 14-29.
	Yes
	
	

	9/26
	Runge, Ch. 2, Hunger in a Prosperous World, pages 13-37.
	Yes
	In-class Video: The Perfect Famine
	

	
	BWI 2005, Ch. 2, Why are So Many People in the Developing World Poor and Hungry? Pp. 30-45.
	Yes
	
	


	Topic 2
	Social science concepts for analyzing food security

In this section, we use simple but powerful concepts and analytical frameworks from economics, demographics, public health, and ethics to make sense out of food insecurity situations.  In particular, we use a simple model of demand and supply to analyze global food security.  We also utilize the entitlement framework developed by Amartya Sen, an economist and philosopher who received the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1998 largely for his analysis of famines.  As food insecurity is closely linked with poverty, we review recent evolution in thinking about poverty. 



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	9/28
	Runge, Ch. 3, Ending Hunger Sustainably, pages 39-68.
	Yes
	View remedial videos 1 and 2 if economics background is weak. 
	

	
	Runge, Appendix A, Methodology Used for Hunger Projections, pages 209-213.
	Yes
	
	

	
	Runge, Appendix B, IMPACT Model Description, pages 215-225.
	Yes
	
	

	10/3
	DFID, Section 1, Introduction to the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach, pages 1, 5-7.  [link]
	Yes
	
	Topic 2 part 1
Topic 2 part 2
Topic 2 part 3

	
	DFID, Section 2, Sustainable Livelihoods Framework.  [link]
	Yes
	
	

	10/5
	DFID, Section 4, Methods of Implementing Sustainable Livelihoods Approaches, pages 1, 5-8.  [link]
	Yes
	
	Topic 2 part 4


	Topic 3
	Food security and poverty at household and community levels

Over the past decade, food security analysts have become increasingly aware that the household is one of the most important institutions affecting food security.  In this section, we focus on strategies that poor households use to obtain their livelihoods and to cope with risk.  Drawing on recent literature on intrahousehold distribution, we consider social and economic factors that determine how food and other resources are allocated within the household. 



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	10/10
	BWI 2005, Ch. 4, Strengthening Rural Communities in the Developing World, pages 64-83.
	Yes
	
	Topic 3 part 1
Topic 3 part 2

	
	IFPRI, Women: The Key to Food Security, pages 1-4.  [link]
	Yes
	
	


	Topic 4
	Nutritional concepts for analyzing food security

Food must provide more than energy for bodies and minds to grow and be healthy.  The diet must also provide protein, vitamins, and minerals.  An adequate diet is especially important for the physical and mental development of children.



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	10/12
	BWI 2006, Ch. 3, Understanding Malnutrition: Knowledge to Combat Hunger, pages 68-85.  [link]
	Yes
	
	Topic 4 part 1

	
	World Bank, Overview, pages, 1-19.  [link]
	Yes
	
	

	10/17
	BWI 2006, Ch. 4, Ending Chronic Hunger in the Developing World: Nourishing the Many, pages 86-109.  [link]
	Yes
	
	


	Topic 5
	The role of science in food security

In this section, we focus on agricultural productivity, scientific research, and technological innovation in the production of food.  Scientific innovations to be studied include improved crop varieties, agricultural chemicals, and biotechnology. 



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	10/19
	Runge, Ch. 4, Science and Food Security, pages 69-99.
	Yes
	
	Topic 5


	10/24
	Midterm Exam


	Topic 6
	The role of institutions in food security

In this section, we focus on national and international institutions that affect agricultural research, international trade in food and other commodities, and domestic distribution of food.



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	10/26
	Runge, Ch. 5, Hunger and Institutional Change, pages 101-131.
	Yes
	
	Topic 6


	Topic 7
	Policy reforms for increasing food security

To reduce world hunger, change must occur at national and international levels.  In this section, we examine policies related to human capital, scientific research, water, and global governance.  



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	10/31
	Runge, Ch. 6, Policies and Institutions, pages 135-177.
	Yes
	Homework 1 due
	Topic 7

	11/2
	Timmer, The Macroeconomics of Food and Agriculture, pages 187-211.  [link]
	Yes
	
	


	Topic 8
	Food security in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa 

In this section, we focus on the two world regions where food insecurity has been the most severe.  We pay particular attention to agricultural productivity, climate, water resources, and government policies that affect food security.



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	11/7
	Hazell, Green Revolution: Blessing or Curse?  Pages 1-4.  [link]
	Yes
	Video: It Takes a Village
	Topic 8 part 1
Topic 8 part 2

	11/9
	Reardon, African Agriculture: Productivity and Sustainability Issues, pages 444-457.  [link]
	Yes
	Video: Sowing Seeds of Hunger
	

	
	Rockefeller Foundation, Africa’s Turn: A New Green Revolution in the 21st Century, pages 1-10.  [link]
	Yes
	
	


	Topic 9
	Food security in the United States

In this section, we examine the extent, causes, and current remedies for hunger in the United States, where vibrant markets and enormous wealth are not enough to ensure food security for all.   


	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	11/14
	Nord and Andrews, Putting Food on the Table: Household Food Security in the United States, Amber Waves, Vol. 1, No. 1, February 2003.  [link]
	Yes
	
	


	Topic 10
	Practical steps for the elimination of hunger

Implementing policies to increase food security will require substantial investment of resources and a change in national and global institutions.  In this section, we examine the nature and magnitude of the changes required to eliminate hunger.  We consider proposals and contributions currently being made by various organizations.  To conclude the course, we return to the Hassan family in Bangladesh and consider their prospects for improved food security.



	Date
	Read before class
	Reading Questions?
	Other Activity
	Lecture Notes

	11/16
	Runge, Ch. 7, Investing in a Hunger-Free World, pages 179-199.
	Yes
	
	

	
	Runge, Ch. 8, Conclusion, pages 201-207.
	Yes
	
	

	11/21
	Lomborg, Chapter 6, Hunger and Malnutrition, pages 95-111.
	Yes
	Homework 2 due
	

	
	Lomborg, Chapter 2, Communicable Diseases, pages 19-37.
	Yes
	
	

	11/23
	Thanksgiving break
	
	
	

	11/28/06
	Lomborg, Chapter 3, The Challenge of Reducing the Global Incidence of Civil War, pages 39-56.
	Yes
	
	

	
	Lomborg, Chapter 8, The Water Challenge, pages 129-145.
	Yes
	
	


	11/30
	Final Exam
Will be given during the last regularly scheduled class period.
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